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OBIA Blade Sign Grant Program 
Overview 

The Orangeville BIA (OBIA) recognizes the importance of effective signage to brick & mortar 
businesses and specifically, the effectiveness of blade (projecting) signage to attract 
pedestrians.  The Downtown Orangeville Blade Sign Grant is intended to provide financial 
assistance to OBIA Members who add an approved blade (projecting) sign to their commercial 
facade. 

 

Responsibilities 

The OBIA will: 

• Assist applicants with Blade Sign Grant application and related inquiries. 
• Approve grant applications & distribute funds to approved applicants. 

The Applicant is responsible for (but not limited to) the following: 

• Applying for a sign permit 
• Purchase of the blade sign 
• Design of the sign face, etc.  
• Pre-payment of any fees/costs as required by the Town or sign company 

 
 

Coverage 

The grant will cover up to a maximum of $635 CAD for the following eligible expenses:

 

 Purchase of Sign (sign face/sign       
frame/sign bracket)

 Installation of the sign
 Town of Orangeville Sign 
Permit Fee

Eligible 
Expenses

x Graphic Design for the sign

x Taxes

x Insurance 

Ineligible 
Expenses
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Eligibility 

To be eligible: 

• The sign face must identify the nature of the business or what one might find inside, 
not just the business name (example: “Books & Games”, “Bistro”, “Art Supplies”) 

• The applicant must be authorized to apply on behalf of the business and/or property 
owner. 

• The property owner must agree to the installation of the sign.  
• The sign must be installed on a commercial property located within the boundaries of 

the OBIA. 
• The sign must be approved by the Town of Orangeville though the Town’s sign permit 

process, including Heritage Orangeville approval (if necessary). 
• You can find the Town’s Sign Permit Application Form here: 

https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/resources/Documents/Sign-Permit-
Application.pdf  

• Applicant must provide the OBIA with a copy of a valid Town of Orangeville sign permit.  
• Proof of purchase (i.e., copy of purchase, installation and/or permit fee invoices) must 

be provided. 
 

Please note:   

• The Town of Orangeville requires that the sign must be included as part of your 
commercial liability insurance policy.   

• The Town of Orangeville no longer requires signs to be installed by a Town-licensed sign 
installer however, we highly recommend that the sign is installed by a professional.  

•  A Road Occupancy Permit may be required for the installation of your sign, so be sure 
to ask about this when you submit your Permit Application to the Town.  

•  You can find the Road Occupancy Permit Form here: 
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/living-here/resources/Documents/Road-Occupancy-
Permit.pdf  

• Once your grant application has been submitted and approved, it could take 2-3 weeks 
before your cheque is ready. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/resources/Documents/Sign-Permit-Application.pdf
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/resources/Documents/Sign-Permit-Application.pdf
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/living-here/resources/Documents/Road-Occupancy-Permit.pdf
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/living-here/resources/Documents/Road-Occupancy-Permit.pdf
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Choosing A Sign Frame 

 

Three sign frame designs have been pre-approved by Heritage Orangeville and the Town of 
Orangeville.  Choosing one of these pre-approved frame options (shown below) will allow for a 
quicker and cheaper Orangeville Sign Permit process.  These pre-approved sign frame designs 
can be purchased from the following companies: 

Red Iron Design: https://redirondesign.ca/  

Sign Bracket Store: https://www.signbracketstore.com/  

A local sign company may also be able to make you one of the pre-approved signs.  See the 
Grant FAQ’s for a list of local sign companies. 

 

 

 
Members can opt for a custom or alternative stock frame design and proceed through the 
standard Town of Orangeville Sign Permit process.  
 

 

 
 

Fast-Track

• These 3 pre-approved 
designs qualify for a 
reduced sign permit fee of 
$50 (normally $100);

• These 3 pre-approved 
designs meet all Town of 
Orangeville sign bylaw 
requirements.

• A Town of Orangeville 
Sign Permit is required.

Standard

• All signs must meet the 
requirements of the Town of 
Orangeville’s sign bylaw and 
be approved by Heritage 
Orangeville.
• Town of Orangeville Blade 

Sign Permit fee starts at 
$100.

• A Town of Orangeville Sign 
Permit is required.

Fast Track Option - Pre-approved Sign Frame: 

Standard Option – Custom or Other Sign Frame: 

 

https://redirondesign.ca/
https://www.signbracketstore.com/
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/resources/Documents/Sign-Permit-Application.pdf
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/resources/Documents/Sign-Permit-Application.pdf
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Blade Sign Grant Application Process : 
 

 
 

1. Consult with the BIA review eligibility requirements.

2. Consult with a sign company, choose your sign frame and design the sign 
face.

3. Share your design with the BIA to ensure that the sign design qualifies for the 
grant.

4. Apply for a Town of Orangeville sign permit.

5. Upon Town approval for the permit, share any changes to the original design 
with the BIA.

6. Finalize your design &  sign purchase  with the sign company.

7. Install your sign. 

8. Submit your blade sign grant application & eligible invoices to the BIA. 

9. Receive your Grant.
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We strongly recommend contacting us in advance of your blade sign 
purchase to review the grant requirements. 

 
Blade Sign Grant Application Form 
 

Business Name: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant’s Name and Title (example: Owner, Manager etc.): 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Business Address where the sign will be installed: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Attach copies of the following: 

 Sign frame purchase invoice 
 Sign Installation invoice (if claiming reimbursement)  
 Copy of the approved Town of Orangeville Sign Permit  
 Image or content of the sign face 
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Fast-Track Option / OBIA pre-approved frames - Please indicate your chosen frame design 
below.  

 

 
Preapproved Style 1 – Rectangle Frame, up to 
40” in size 
 
Available from:  

• https://redirondesign.ca/ 
• https://www.signbracketstore.com/  
• And local suppliers as listed in the FAQ 

section of this document 
 
 

 

 
Preapproved Style 2 – Oval Design, up to 40” in 
size 
 
Available from: 

• https://redirondesign.ca/  
• https://www.signbracketstore.com/ 
• And local suppliers as listed in the FAQ 

section of this document 
 
 

 

 
Preapproved Style 3 – Basic Design, up to 40” in 
size 
 
Available from: 

• https://redirondesign.ca/  
• https://www.signbracketstore.com/ 
• And local suppliers as listed in the FAQ 

section of this document 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://redirondesign.ca/
https://www.signbracketstore.com/
https://redirondesign.ca/
https://www.signbracketstore.com/
https://redirondesign.ca/
https://www.signbracketstore.com/
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Standard Option / Custom or Other Sign Frame 

Please attach an image or drawing of the chosen frame and include specifications, including dimensions 
and materials: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By signing and completing this document, I confirm that I have read, understood and agree to comply 
with the eligibility requirements of the Blade Sign Grant Program, and that I am authorized to apply for 
the Downtown Orangeville Blade Sign Grant on behalf of the business and/or property owner.  

Name (Print): 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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OBIA Blade Sign Grant 2021 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. Does the blade sign grant cover design of the sign? 
No. Graphic design/artwork for sign is not covered by this grant program. 

 

2. Is a Blade Sign the same as a Projecting Sign? 
Yes.  Blade signs are also called projecting signs or perpendicular signs.  The 
Town of Orangeville calls them “Projecting Signs” so be sure to check the 
“Projecting Sign “sections of the Town of Orangeville’s Sign By-law under 
the proper zone type for your business address.   

 

3. Do I need a sign permit? 
Yes. The Town of Orangeville requires a permit for blade (projecting) signs 
under the Sign By-Law.  If your business is located in the Heritage District 
(check map on page 37 of the Sign By-Law), more rules apply to you (pages 
21-25 of the Sign By-Law).   

• You can find the Town of Orangeville Sign By-law here: 
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/Documents/Bylaws/C2013-028.pdf  

• You can find details about the Town of Orangeville Sign Permit 
application process here:   
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/sign-
permits.aspx?_mid_=53841 

 

4. Where can I find the Town of Orangeville Sign Permit Application? 
Here: https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/Documents/Sign-Permit-Application.pdf 

 
 

5. Do I need a Road Occupancy Permit? 
Maybe.  Depending on where your business is located, you may need a 
Road Occupancy Permit for the installation of the sign.  A permit is required 

https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/resources/Documents/Bylaws/C2013-028.pdf
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/resources/Documents/Bylaws/C2013-028.pdf
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/sign-permits.aspx?_mid_=53841
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/sign-permits.aspx?_mid_=53841
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/resources/Documents/Sign-Permit-Application.pdf
https://www.orangeville.ca/en/town-hall/resources/Documents/Sign-Permit-Application.pdf


if the sign installer installs the sign from the public sidewalk versus private 
property. 

 

6. I would like to use my business name or my logo for the sign, is this OK? 
Maybe.  To qualify for the grant, the sign must clearly indicate what your 
business sells/offers.  Blade signs are used to communicate what is inside 
the business so visitors can easily identify what you sell.  For this reason, we 
recommend using an easy-to-read font that identifies your main business 
focus.  You can still include your business name or logo, but it should be 
smaller or secondary to what you sell.   

• Example: “Café & Smoothies” instead of just “Euphoria” 

• Example: “Vintage Home & Garden” instead of just “blumen” 

• Example: “Café & Patisserie” instead of just “Le Finis” 

 

7. Can I choose to go with a different company and/or design for my frame, 
outside of the options listed in the grant application documents? 
Yes! Applicants can go with another company to manufacture one of the 
pre-approved designs or you can go with a different sign design.   

• If choosing one of the pre-approved designs, the sign frames must 
adhere to the engineering specifications included in the grant 
application in order to qualify for the Fast-Track process because 
these pre-approved designs have already undergone the frame 
approval process with the Town to speed up your application.  

• All other designs need to be approved by Heritage Orangeville and 
The Town of Orangeville. 

 
8. I’d like to purchase my sign from a local business.  Are there any local sign 

companies that can make my blade sign or install my sign for me? 
Yes!  Here is a list of local sign companies who may be able to assist you: 



• Letter Rip  
Address: Caledon, ON L7K 1T1 
Phone: (519) 941-5108 

• McCarthy Signs Co. Ltd 
Address: 110 Centennial Rd, Shelburne, ON L9V 2Z4 
Phone: (519) 925-3884 
https://mccarthysigns.com/ 

• Sign Needs 
Address: 48 Centennial Rd, Orangeville, ON L9W 3T4 
Phone: (519) 940-0099 
http://www.signneeds.ca/ 

• Broadway Engraving & Signs 
Address: 325 Broadway, Orangeville, ON L9W 1L4 
Phone: (519) 941-5683 

http://www.broadwayengraving.ca/ 

 

9. Will the BIA pay the Town (for my permit fee) and the sign company (for 
my sign and/or my sign installation) directly? 
No.  The BIA will issue you a cheque for up to $635 upon approval of your 
application.  It could take 2-3 weeks before you receive your cheque. 

 

10.   Why are the frame price estimates in USD? 
  Quoted prices are for stock items from the Sign Bracket Store website.      
Similar designs can be custom ordered from Red Iron Designs or local sign 
companies, but you will need to ask those companies for prices. 

 

11. More questions?   

Contact us!  Please do not hesitate to contact Alison at 
info@downtownorangeville.ca or (519) 942-0087 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA880CA880&sxsrf=ALeKk01cofJibNYy0DbOijHBh96jrKz9aQ:1613067501850&q=letter+rip+sign+%26+design+address&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LWT9c3LMnILrasqtSSzU620s_JT04syczPgzOsElNSilKLixexKuSklpSkFikUZRYoFGem5ymoKaSkghlQJQC0dxEOUQAAAA&ludocid=485112822429048117&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjX38jbuOLuAhXsRzABHU9HDnwQ6BMwGXoECCsQAg
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA880CA880&sxsrf=ALeKk01cofJibNYy0DbOijHBh96jrKz9aQ:1613067501850&q=letter+rip+sign+%26+design+phone&ludocid=485112822429048117&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjX38jbuOLuAhXsRzABHU9HDnwQ6BMwG3oECBwQAg
https://www.google.com/search?q=letter+rip&rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA880CA880&oq=letter+rip&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199j0l8.3154j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA880CA880&sxsrf=ALeKk03aNq2fDHAevUxGUkA8lHIEgCqnEQ:1613067561747&q=mccarthy+signs+address&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LWT9c3LLM0MSjIztKSzU620s_JT04syczPgzOsElNSilKLixexiuUmJycWlWRUKhRnpucVK0AlAGXxEAlHAAAA&ludocid=2861804498495539415&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjMwJD4uOLuAhUJSDABHbeCCvkQ6BMwEHoECCQQAg
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA880CA880&sxsrf=ALeKk03aNq2fDHAevUxGUkA8lHIEgCqnEQ:1613067561747&q=mccarthy+signs+phone&ludocid=2861804498495539415&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjMwJD4uOLuAhUJSDABHbeCCvkQ6BMwE3oECBgQAg
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA880CA880&sxsrf=ALeKk03G7HEAv6orXLG3iIAGmMqfBiqQew%3A1613067549036&ei=HXUlYJ-6AYabwbkPu4C36AE&q=mccarthy+signs&gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsszQxKMjOMmC0UjWosLAwSjQ1NEqxSEsyS0k0SLEyqDAyTzI3SjYwNzM1NzSwSDH34stNTk4sKsmoVCjOTM8rBgCEhxPX&oq=mccarthy+s&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgBMgUIABCRAjIICC4QxwEQrwEyCAguEMcBEK8BMgIILjICCC4yCAguEMcBEK8BMggILhDHARCvATICCAAyAggAMgIIADoHCAAQsAMQQzoHCAAQRxCwAzoICAAQsQMQgwE6BQguEJECOgsILhDHARCjAhCRAjoICC4QkQIQkwI6CAguELEDEJECOgsILhCxAxDHARCvAToICC4QsQMQgwE6DgguEMcBEKMCEJECEJMCOgoIABCxAxCDARAKOgQIABAKOgoILhDHARCvARAKOgYIABAWEB46DgguEMcBEK8BEJECEJMCOgsIABCxAxCDARCRAlCKFFjeRWDVWGgHcAJ4AIABkAGIAeMIkgEDNi41mAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdpesgBCcABAQ&sclient=psy-ab
https://mccarthysigns.com/
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA880CA880&sxsrf=ALeKk02NbKDseGYukUk-6CtTnaKGaNPwwQ:1613067685654&q=sign+needs+address&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LWT9c3LLM0y01LStKSzU620s_JT04syczPgzOsElNSilKLixexChVnpucp5KWmphQrQAUBGgU87UMAAAA&ludocid=10930955429348274167&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjYnJuzueLuAhWHSjABHTW8Cj4Q6BMwEHoECCIQAg
https://www.google.com/search?q=sign+needs+orangeville&rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA880CA880&oq=sign+needs+or&aqs=chrome.0.0i355j46i175i199j69i57.2201j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.signneeds.ca/
http://www.signneeds.ca/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Broadway+Engraving/@43.9164288,-80.1119718,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x3bc7ec2943071e93?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwixmpG_wqPvAhUUFlkFHQavDBsQ_BIwCnoECBQQBQ
tel:5199415683
http://www.broadwayengraving.ca/
mailto:info@downtownorangeville.ca
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